
 

 

 
Reading Curriculum Intent 

 
We aim to: 

 
Foster a love of reading 
by giving the children 
the opportunity to listen 
and engage with a 
variety of fiction, non-
fiction and poetry. 

Provide the children 
with the lifelong skills 
to ensure they can read 
fluently, confidently and 
with a secure 
understanding. 

Provide the children 
with the opportunities 
to read for pleasure. 

Build a community of 
readers who choose to 
read for both meaning 
and pleasure including 
interacting with school 
library, local library, 
authors and parents. 

Ensure that reading is a 
transferable skill and 
that and that children 
are reading across all 
other areas of the 
curriculum. 

Develop a consistent approach to 
reading teaching in order to close 
gaps and target the highest number 
of children attaining expected or 
above. 

 
Implementation - How will we achieve this? 

 
We view reading as an entitlement for all children and we recognise that it is key to academic success.  By focussing on reading as a core subject in its own right, we 
are instilling in the children the importance of this skill.  By embedding it in all curriculum areas, we are showing them what a transferrable skill it is that will benefit 
them in all subjects.  We ensure that children read within and outside of reading lessons for three main purposes: 

 
Reading for pleasure 

 
Reading for practice and meaning 

 
Reading for learning 

 
  



 

 

 
Reading for Pleasure – Novels each year group reads 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

    

     

 

   

   

    

    
  



 

 

Other things we do for Reading for Pleasure: 
 

Reading for practice and meaning 
The Sigma Approach 

Prior Knowledge Fluency Vocabulary Comprehension 
We activate their prior knowledge by 
extracting everything they already 
know about the subject of this 
week’s text. 
In order to close gaps, we provide 
the children with any prior 
knowledge that they are missing. 
 

We model fluency and prosody to the 
children and we give them the 
opportunity to practice reading the 
text to improve their fluency.   They 
do this by text marking, imitating the 
prosody of the teacher or partner and 
by looking at prompts.  

We have a whole school focus on 
vocabulary and we are focusing on tier 2 
highly versatile transferrable vocabulary as 
well as helping them to become familiar 
with the tier 3 more subject specific 
vocabulary. We also teach the children self-
help techniques to help them try to work out 
meanings without resorting to a dictionary 
or asking. 

We are working on developing a wide 
range of comprehension questions by 
picking a focus for each discrete lesson.   
We then model an answer, do one 
together and then apply what we have 
just looked at independently. 

 
Fluency 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 
PHRASING 
I read word-by-word, or one word at 
a time, like a robot.  

I am trying to read the way the 
author wrote the words. Sometimes 
I read 2 or 3 words at a time. 
Sometimes I read word by word, like 
a robot.  

. I am really close to reading the words the 
way the author wrote them. I usually read in 
3 or 4 word groups.  
 

I put the words together the way the 
author wrote them. I put the words 
together so that it makes sense. 

RATE 
I am really slow and have to figure 
out each word on the page. I read so 
slowly that it really does not make 
sense  

I can be slow because I have to read 
word-by-word when I don't know the 
words. I take breaks, pause too 
much, and repeat words when I read.  

I try to read like I talk. Sometimes I go too 
fast, or too slow. I might slow down when I 
am trying to figure out a tricky word. 
Sometimes I pause or stop when it doesn’t 
make sense.  

I read like I talk. I only slow down, stop, 
or repeat words when it makes sense 
and sounds right.  

PUNCTUATION 
I don’t pay attention to full stops, 
commas, exclamation points, 
question marks, and quotation 

I sometimes use the punctuation, 
but I might use it the wrong way. I 
usually pay attention to the 

I usually pay attention to the punctuation. I 
may make a mistake every once in a while.  

I always pay attention to the 
punctuation. My reading sounds right 
and makes sense.  



 

 

marks when I read. My reading 
doesn’t sound right or make sense.  

punctuation. I may make a mistake 
every once in a while. I always pay 
attention to the punctuation. My 
reading sounds right and makes 
sense.  

EXPRESSION 
My reading sounds boring and 
doesn’t really make sense because I 
don’t read with expression.  

I am trying to read with expression, 
but I may read it the wrong way 
sometimes.  

I read with expression most of the time. My 
reading sounds interesting most of the time. 

I always read with expression so it 
always sounds interesting and exciting.  

 
  



 

 

 
Vocabulary 

Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
-Discusses effective 
language choices, e.g. 
‘slimy’ is a good word there 
because …  
-Identifies that adverbs help 
to tell us how the character 
is feeling 

-Identifies new vocabulary 
and sentence structure and 
discusses to develop 
understanding  
-Identifies and understands 
meanings of a wide range of 
conjunctions used to link 
events together 
-Identifies a range of 
standard words/phrases 
used at various stages of a 
narrative e.g. introduction, 
build up etc 

-Notes examples of 
descriptive language and 
explains the mood or 
atmosphere they create  
-Notices key words and 
phrases used to convey 
passing of time to introduce 
paragraphs or chapters 
-Identifies how specific 
words and phrases link 
sections, paragraphs and 
chapters  
-Identifies how authors use 
precise vocabulary to meet 
the intended purpose/effect 
e.g. They slipped into the 
room unnoticed 

-Uses a range of strategies to 
identify the meaning of new 
vocabulary 
-Identifies examples of effective 
description that evoke time or 
place commenting both on word 
and sentence choice  
-Notes words and phrases in pre 
twentieth century writing which 
have changed their meaning 
over time 

-Analyses, and explains the impact 
of, authors’ techniques and use of 
language e.g. expressive or figurative 
language, range of sentence 
structure, repetition etc  
-Notices where the author uses a 
wider range of cohesive language to 
create more sophisticated links 
between and within paragraphs e.g. 
where the author has avoided over-
use of obvious 
adverbials/conjunctions such as ‘on 
the other hand 

 
Comprehension 

Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
-Identifies sequences of 
events in texts and offers 
simple explanations of how 
items of information relate 
to one another. 
-Can use indexes and 
contents pages in non-
fiction texts. 
-Can retrieve answers to 
specific questions in a text 9 
fiction and non-fiction), 
show where the answer has 

-Uses Contents pages to 
locate information in a non-
fiction text and retrieves and 
records simple information. 
-Explains how events relate 
to each other. 
-With support, can identify 
main ideas in each 
paragraph. 
-Participates confidently in 
discussions about books 

-Can read a book, and 
explain, giving reasons, what 
they like and dislike about it. 
-Demonstrate a good 
understanding of age 
appropriate, challenging 
texts through identifying key 
aspects of fiction and non-
fiction; offer simple 
explanations of how and 
why texts are structured 
according to their purpose. 

-Can recommend books, give 
reasons and express their own 
views on texts read and shared, 
explaining and justifying 
personal opinions. 
-Identify the characteristics of 
text types and differences 
between genres, using examples 
from their wider reading 
experiences. 
-Understand the conventions of 
different types of writing, using 

-Express views formed through 
reading, explaining and justifying 
personal opinions and courteously 
Explain and justify their personal 
opinion for challenging views of 
others. 
-Identifies the difference between 
fact and opinion and can identify 
where a viewpoint is presented 
through an author’s bias towards a 
subject. 



 

 

been found and give the 
answer orally and written. 
-Retrieve answers from a 
text and give longer 
answers. 
-Make simple predictions on 
what has been read so far. 
-Makes inferences on what 
has been read. 
-Clarifies the meaning of 
new words, through 
discussion and by making 
links to known vocabulary. 
 

they have read and those 
that are read to them. 
-New words are understood, 
and used correctly, through 
discussion and making links 
to known vocabulary. 
-Check the text makes sense 
by re-reading, sounding out, 
questioning and discussing 
words in context. 
-Retrieve and record 
answers to questions in 
fiction and non-fiction texts, 
giving longer answers. 
-Offer plausible inferences 
about characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives, and 
explain their reasons why, 
using evidence from the 
text. 
-Offer predictions and 
explain their reasons why, 
using evidence so far from 
the text. 
-Recognises when the 
author has used a specific 
word for impact, and 
discuss their own favourite 
words and phrases. 

-Listen to and discuss a 
wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference or text books. 
-Can retell well-known 
stories or stories with 
familiar formats. 
-Can summarise main ideas 
from more than 1 paragraph. 
-Can use non-fiction texts to 
retrieve and record answers 
to specific questions. 
-Make predictions based on 
their own experiences and 
using their knowledge of the 
text. 
-Offer plausible inferences 
from character’ s feelings, 
thoughts and motives, using 
evidence from the text to 
justify their opinions. 
-Beginning to comment on 
the effectiveness of the 
authors choice of language 

some technical terms when 
discussing texts. 
-Asks more complex / multi-
layered questions to enhance 
their understanding of the text. 
-Can check that a book makes 
sense to them by drawing on 
knowledge of similar books and 
plots. 
-Navigate and efficiently retrieve 
a variety of information from a 
variety of fiction and nonfiction 
books. 
-Draws inferences from 
characters portrayed in books 
regarding their feelings, actions 
and thoughts, using some 
evidence from the text. 
-Predict what might happen from 
information stated and implied, 
and using evidence from the text 
to support. 
-Evaluate the authors’ language 
and explain how it has created 
an effect and impact on the 
reader. 
-Identifies phrases within a text 
that are used to compare, such 
as similes or simple analogies. 

-Can give counter arguments to an 
alternative viewpoint, based on 
evidence from the text. 
-Compare and contrast characters 
within one text and across other 
texts. 
-Has widely read and can talk at 
length in a discussion about a wide 
range of books. 
-Analyse and draw out key 
information to support their own 
research, summarising the main 
ideas in a text. 
-Independently use reading to 
retrieve and investigate information 
across a range of nonfiction texts. 
-Can retrieve information from a 
range of fiction genres, answering 
longer and short questions. 
-Draw inferences such as inferring 
character’s feelings, thoughts and 
motives from across a whole text 
where evidence is built up over time, 
and justifying inferences with 
evidence. 
-Make predictions based on details 
stated and implied, giving evidence 
for their answers. 
-Can recognise how an author’s style 
of presentation can contribute to the 
overall meaning and theme of the 
text. 
-Can identify how an author’s style of 
presentation can contribute to the 
overall meaning and theme of the 
text. 

 



 

 

Reading for learning  
Links to other subjects 

HISTORY 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Victorian Children 
Fiction 
Street Child by Berlie Doherty 
The Secret Diary of Jane Pinny, 
Victorian House Maid by Philip 
Ardagh & Jamie Littler  
Oliver Twist and Other Great Dickens 
by Marcia Williams 
Hetty Feather by Jacqueline Wilson 
A Christmas in Time by Sally 
Nicholls & Rachael Dean 
Non - fiction 
Queen Victoria by V&A 
The Bluest of Blues by Fiona 
Robinson 
You Wouldn't Want to Be a Victorian 
Miner!  By John Malam & David 
Antram 
Victorians (Eyewitness) by Ann 
Kramer  
You Wouldn’t Want to be a Victorian 
School Child by John Malam 

Stone Age 
Fiction 
Stone Age Tales – The Great Cave 
by Terry Deary 
Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura 
The First Drawing by Mordicai 
Gerstein 
The Wild Way Home by Sophie 
Kirtley 

Romans 
Fiction 
Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit 
Empire's End - A Roman Story by Leila Rasheed 
Romans on the Rampage by Jeremy Strong 
A Roman Adventure (The Histronauts) by Frances 
Durkin & Grace Cooke 
Defenders: Dark Arena by Tom Palmer 
Non- Fiction 
Roman Soldiers Handbook by Lesley Sims 
What the Romans Did for us by Alison Hawes 
The Roman Army (Usborne Discovery) by Ruth 
Brocklehurst 
Ancient Rome – DK Eye Witness 
Julius Caesar by Rachel Firth 

Egyptians 
Fiction 
The Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley Climo & Ruth 
Heller 
Secrets of a Sun King by Emma Carroll 
Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx by Joe Todd 
Stanton 
The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan 
An Egyptian Adventure (The Histronauts) by 
Frances Durkin & Grace Cooke 
Non-fiction 
So You Think You've Got It Bad: A Kid's Life in 
Ancient Egypt by Chae Strathie & Marisa Morea 
Egypt Magnified by David Long & Harry Bloom 
Egyptology: Search for the Tomb of Osiris by 
Dugald Steer 

Vikings 
Fiction 
The Saga of Erik the Viking by 
Terry Jones & Michael Foreman 
Viking Boy by Tony Bradman 
Riddle of the Runes by Janina 
Ramirez and David Wyatt 
The Histronauts – A Viking 
Adventure by Francis Durkin and 
Grace Cook 
She Wolf by Dan Smith 
Non-fiction 
Viking Voyagers by Jack Tite 
You Wouldn’t want to be a Viking 
Explorer by Andrew Langley 
Vikings Eye Wonder by DK 
How to be a Viking by Cressida 
Cowell 
 

Ancient Greece 
Fiction 
Percy Jackson and the Lightning 
Thief by Rick Riordan 
Fleeced by Julia Wills 
Beasts of Olympus:  Beast Keeper 
by Lucy Coats and David Roberts 
Mark of the Cyclops by Saviour 
Pirotta 
Leo and the Gorgon’s Curse by 
Joe Todd Stanton 
Non-Fiction 

World War Two 
Fiction 
Our Castle by the Sea by Lucy 
Strange 
The Midnight Guardians by Ross 
Montgomery 
Letters from the Lighthouse by 
Emma Carroll 
My Secret War Diary, by Flossie 
Albright by Marcia Williams 
The Lion and the Unicorn by Shirley 
Hughes 
Non-fiction 
Skyward: The Story of Female Pilots 
in WW2 by Sally Deng 
Woeful Second World War by Terry 
Deary 
The Missing: The True Story of My 
Family in World War II by Michael 
Rosen 
Introduction to The Second World 
War by Paul Dowswell 
Heroes of World War Two by Kelly 
Milner Hall 

Inventions 
Fiction 
A Series of Unfortunate Events by 
Lemony Snicket 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang by Ian 
Fleming 



 

 

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver 
Non-fiction 
The Stone Age: Hunters, Gatherers 
and Woolly Mammoths by Marcia 
Williams 
How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth by 
Michelle Robinson and Kate Hindley 
The Secrets of Stonehenge by Mick 
Manning & Brita Granström 
The History Detective Investigates: 
Stone Age to Iron Age by Clare 
Hibbert 
Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages by 
Sonya Newland 
 
 

The Egyptians by Jonny Marx & Chaaya Prabhat  
The Legend of Tutankhamun by Sally Jane Morgan 
& James Weston Lewis 
 
 
 
 

Greek Gods and Heroes by Sylvie 
Baussier 
Mythologica: An Encyclopedia of 
Gods, Monsters and Mortals from 
Ancient Greece 
Dr Stephen Kershaw & Victoria 
Topping 
So You Think You’ve Got it Bad? A 
Kid's Life in Ancient Greece Chae 
Strathie & Marisa Morea 
A Visitor’s Guide to Ancient 
Greece by Lesley Sims 
See inside Ancient Greece by Rob 
Lloyd Jones 

Mayans 
Fiction 
Middleworld (Jaguar stone) by J & 
P Voelkel 
Rain Player by David Wisniewski 
The Chocolate Tree: A Mayan 
Folktale by Linda Lowery & Janice 
Lee Porter 
The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne 
Cherry 
The Hero Twins: Against the 
Lords Of Death by Jolley Dan & 
Witt David  
Non-fiction 
The History Detective 
Investigates: Mayan Civilization 
by Clare Hibbert 
The Maya and Chichén Itzá (Time 
Travel Guides) by Ben Hubbard 
Mayan Civilisation.  Explore! By 
Izzi Howell 
The Mystery at the Mayan Ruins: 
Mexico by Carole Marsh 

George’s Marvellous Medicine by 
Roald Dahl 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by 
Brian Selznick 
The Imagination Box by Martyn Ford 
Demelza and the Spectre Detectors 
by Holly Rivers 
Non-fiction 
Accidental Inventions that Changed 
our World by Riddleland 
Three Cheers for the Inventors by 
Marcia Williams 
Twenty Terrific Inventions that 
Changed the World by Paragon 
Publishing 
Inventions- a Visual Encyclopaedia by 
DK  
Inventors: Incredible stories of the 
world's most ingenious inventions by 
Robert Winston 
 
 
 



 

 

The Ancient Maya (a True Book: 
Ancient Civilizations) by Jackie 
Maloy 

  



 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

East Anglia 
 

Cities 
 

Volcanoes 

Europe 
 

Russia 
 

Mountains 
 

Rivers 

Europe – Greece 
 

Biomes 
 

Climate Zones 
 

North and South America 

Trade links 
 

Coastal areas 
 

Renewable energy 
 

Climate change 
SCIENCE 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Our Skeleton 

 
Forces and Magnets 

 
Rocks 

 
Light 

 
Plants 

Electricity 
 

Sound 
 

States of Matter 
 

Living things and their Habitat 
 

Animals including Humans 

Earth and Space 
 

Properties and Changes of 
Materials 

 
Forces 

 
Living things and their 

habitats 
 

Animals, including humans 

Circulatory System 
 

Light 
 

Electricity 
 

Evolution and Inheritance 
 

Classification of plants and 
animals 

 
Living things and their habitats 

 




