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History – Whole School Progression of Skills 
 

Vocabulary 

Year 3 
To be able to use an increasing range of common words relating to the passing of time. 
Subject related vocabulary 
AND century, decade, BC, AD  

Year 4 
To be able to use historical terms related to the period being studied. 
Subject related vocabulary, and century, decade, BC, AD  
AND Chronological, era, dates, time period, change. 

Year 5 

To be able to use historical terms related to the period being studied. 
Subject related vocabulary, and century, decade, BC, AD. Chronological, era, dates, time 
period, change 
AND Legacy, period 

Year 6 

To be able to use historical terms related to the period being studied. 
Subject related vocabulary, and century, decade, BC, AD. Chronological, era, dates, time 
period, change. Legacy, period. 
AND Continuity, social, religious, political, technological, cultural. 

 

 

Chronological understanding 

Year 3 
To be able to use historical language to describe key events in his/her life. To use dates to 
add events, historical figures and artefacts to a timeline. 

Year 4 
To be able to place historical periods on a chronological framework and to add dates and 
evidence to the timeline to show changes over time. 

Year 5 
To be able to identify significant changes across historical periods and understand 
continuity and change happens over time. To be able to add dates and evidence to the 
timeline to show this. 

Year 6 
To be able to describe and explain key changes in a historical period using political, cultural, 
social, religious and technological changes. To relate previous learning to past studies to 
make comparisons about different times in history.  

  

 

Questioning 
Year 3 To be able to answer questions about the past using sources.   

Year 4 
To be able to answer questions about the past using sources and start to ask questions 
about change, significance, similarities and differences. 

Year 5 
To be able to answer questions about the past by comparing a variety of sources over 
different time periods and use these to ask questions about change, similarities and 
differences, cause and significance. 

Year 6 

To be able to ask or address historically valid questions about change, similarities and 
differences, cause, consequence and significance. To be able to construct informed 
responses by choosing and organising relevant historical information. To be able to make 
confident use of a variety of sources for independent research. 
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Clear narrative 

Year 3 
To be able to clearly communicate using the correct terminology. To be able to describe the 
unit studied using similarities and differences. 

Year 4 
To be able to clearly communicate using the correct terminology. To be able to give reasons 
for changes in homes, clothes and beliefs and describe how some past actions and events 
affect life today. 

Year 5 
To be able to present findings and communicate knowledge in a variety of ways and using a 
variety of different sources to provide an account of a historical event. 

Year 6 
To be able to present findings and communicate knowledge in a variety of ways and using a 
variety of different sources to provide an account of a historical event. Including: 
connections, contrasts and trends over time using evidence to support. 

 

 

Sources 
Year 3 To be able to understand that sources can contradict each other. 

Year 4 
To be able to understand how different sources can contradict each other and begin to 
understand how we use sources to construct our knowledge of the past. 

Year 5 
To be able to evaluate the usefulness of different sources, make comparisons to present 
day and understand the sources available depend on the time period. 

Year 6 
To be able to evaluate the usefulness of different sources, make comparisons to present 
day and understand the sources available depend on the time period. 

  


